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MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE CAMAS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Ahh, summer. We open our doors for our busiest 

season of the year. The farmer's market is in full 

swing, Camas Days has come and gone, and we're 

having the highest numbers on record for our Summer 

Reading Program. What's keeping us even busier? 

 

1 .We are currently in the midst of strategic 

planning and have been collecting community input. 

You can still  contribute! Find out how on page 2 .  

 

2 .  We are migrating to a new catalog software 

system, to be fully implemented January 2019 .  More 

information on page 3 .    

 

3 .    We have been working to bring you more reading 

suggestions, by way of improved book displays 

around the Library. Read more about visual 

merchandising and our Timely Table on page 5 .  

 

Have a wonderful August!

Hello, summer!

Connie Urquhart, Library Director
A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  C A M A S

Camas Days Kids' Parade



The Library is currently in the middle of our strategic 

planning process. We are employing the Harwood Institute 

approach, which asks libraries to turn outward to their 

communities in every way. This means that rather than 

asking what people want in a l ibrary ,  we ask people what 

they want in their ideal community, and we identify themes 

and consistent issues or aspirations. Then, we find ways for 

the Library to meet the needs of the community. Research 

has shown that strategic plans built on this method are 

more successful, engagement with the Library becomes 

richer and more meaningful, and people learn more about all 

of the ways libraries can benefit them.  

 

We have conducted one-on-one interviews at farmer's 

markets, Camas Days, and in the community with staff, 

Trustees, and Friends and Foundation board members. But 

it's not too late to participate. Just click the Gimme 5!  

button to the right, or go to our website, and complete our 

online survey, which will  be live through August.    

Above, right: Library Trustee Julie Hill  speaks with visitors to the Library's 
Camas Days booth, gathering information for the upcoming strategic plan. 

The next stage of the strategic 

planning process will  be speaking 

with different community groups, 

as input from group conversations 

can also be extremely beneficial. 

 

We will  then begin building our new 

mission and vision statements. We 

plan to have the new strategic plan 

ready to implement for 2019 .      
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Library turns outward

Click this icon. Answer five questions. Help us 
improve the Library. Thanks!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BJBBB6N
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—   J U N E K O  M A R T I N S O N ,  
F I B E R  A R T I S T

In an email to Debbie Chevron, Library Associate 
and Display Team Lead

A new catalog for 2019
We've had many questions about the preparations we're making for our new catalog. The images below are from a bookmark 
we've been giving out at the Library, as it best describes the Library's transition. We are happy to answer questions in 
person, too. We want to make this process as easy as possible for you!  
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Give 'Em the Pickle,  all  staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic Design for Libraries: Introducing 
Canva,  Ellen Miles 
 
How Small Organizations Win: How to Do Big 
Marketing on a Shoestring Budget,  Judy Wile  
 
Libraries and the NIH All of Us Research 
Program: Opportunities for Community 
Engagement in Public Libraries,   
Connie Scott 
 
Managing Yourself: Extreme Productivity ,  
Christopher Knipes and Connie Urquhart 
 
Picture Book Parade: New Titles from Small 
Presses,  Danielle Reynolds 
 
Robotics, Maker Spaces, and Mixed Reality, 
Oh, My!, Karen Nicholson 
 
Springtime DIY: New Crafts Titles in Print & 
Audio,  Danielle Reynolds 
 
Starting Your Makerspace ,  Karen Nicholson 
 
Visual Merchandising for Public Libraries,  
Christopher Knipes, Ellen Miles,  Megan 
Purkeypyle, Nancy Renner, Connie Scott, Julia 
Watson, Denise Warner, Haley Zach 

professional 
development

Staff happenings

VIRTUAL

C A M A S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

CONGRATULATIONS

CHRISTOPHER 
KNIPES

C I T Y  O F  C A M A S    
C U S T O M E R  S E R V I C E  A W A R D

"Rebel finds every book in the series for 
my husband and me. He is the master of ILL."  -patron

Thank you photo and letter for helping 

with the Give More Hugs Book Drive. 

What are you 
reading?

"Thank you for this 

wonderful activity for 

the kiddos!!" - Kate K., 

about storytime 

 in the park

John Goaring 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi, Jason Fry 
The Generals Daughter, Nelson DeMille 
 
Christopher Knipes 
The Final Hour, Taylor Caldwell 
National Geographic,  August 2018 
 
Rebel Martin 
How the World Works, Noam Chomsky 
 
Ellen Miles 
The Great Hunt, Robert Jordan 
 
Karen Nicholson 
Silkworm, Robert Galbraith  
 
Nancy Renner 
The Clean 20, Ian K. Smith 
 
 
 

Danielle Reynolds 
How to Raise the Perfect Dog, 
Cesar Millan 
How to Kill a Rock Star, 
Tiffanie DeBartolo 
 
Connie Urquhart 
The Girls, Emma Cline 
 
Denise Warner 
Iron Gold, Pierce Brown 
American Quilt, Rachel May 
 
Julia Watson 
The Enchanter Heir, 
Cinda Williams Chima 
 
July Wile 
Summer Hours at the Robbers 
Library, Sue Halpern 

Administrative 

Support Assistant
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Above:  
Examples of 
visual 
merchandising 
rules in 
action.  
 
 
 
R ight: Our 
"Timely Table", 
featuring  
topical 
books of  
newsworthy 
events, 
issues, and 
authors. This 
one ties 
in  with the 
summer 
reading theme.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1  
Teen Zine    
3-5pm 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4  
Bee Club 
10am 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4  
Local Authors Meet -n- Greet  
2pm 
 
MONDAY, AUGUST 6  
BJ the Clown 
2pm and 4pm 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 7  
Origami for Teens and Adults 
2pm 
 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9  
Forever Young Book Group 
6pm 
 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11  
Music Bonanza  
2-4pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15  
Bollywood Dance Demonstration  
at Camas Farmer's Market 
4 :45pm 
 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 17  
Game Night for Adults  
6 :30pm 
 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 21  
Friends and Foundation meeting ,  5 :30pm 
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  
Library Board of Trustees meeting ,  6 :30pm 
 

looking ahead
A sampling of Library events in the coming month. For a full 

listing and descriptions of our programs, visit 
www.camaslibrary.org. 

 
Let's get visual 

C A M A S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

Book Displays: 

The Display Team recently took a webinar on visual merchandising, 
which caught like wildfire to the rest of the staff. It even inspired a 
new team devoted entirely to the user experience inside the building, 
aptly named UX. The ideas are simple, and bookstores have been using 
them for years. The rules are as follows: 
 
Pyramids  
All materials on display by height in the shape of a pyramid.  
 
Facing and Fronting  
Face the covers out as much as possible, flat on a table or standing 
up. 
 
Balance and Symmetry  
Symmetry is key; evenly distribute materials throughout the display. 
 
Straight Lines  
Create clean lines and adjust constantly. 
 
Recovery  
Any and all staff members responsible for adjustment and realignment 
of displays.    
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"Thank you so 
much for your 
assistance and 
support in making 
my exhibit at the 
Camas Library a 
success." 

—   J U N E K O  M A R T I N S O N ,  
F I B E R  A R T I S T

In an email to Debbie Chevron, Library Associate 
and Display Team Lead

MENTIONABLE MENTIONS FROM OUR 
ONLINE COMMUNITY

social media 
#shoutouts

C A M A S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

J U N E  2018

Clockwise from top left: Zaniac Summer Reading show; Summer Reading Program registration; Rene Denfeld author event; teen 
murder mystery game;  Needle Felted Cute Critters workshop; Make Me for teens; All Ages Book Swap.  

In an email to Debbie Chevron, Library Associate 
and Display Team Lead

starry ends
photos from recent events

C A M A S  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y


